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The primary purpose of Social Studies... 

...is to help young people develop the ability to make 
informed and reasoned decisions for the public good 
as citizens of a culturally diverse, democratic society 
in an interdependent world (NCSS).
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Instruction

(Curriculum -- content 
and skills)

(Inquiries, Locally 
designed units)
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Instruction

(Curriculum -- content 
and skills)

(Inquiries, Locally 
designed units)
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What is the same in the new NYS K-12 Social Studies Framework?

New York State 
Learning Standards 
for Social Studies
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Social Studies 
Unifying Themes

What is the same in the new NYS K-12 Social Studies Framework?
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The basic 
content at each 
grade level

What is the same in the new NYS K-12 Social Studies Framework?

7



What is different in the NYS Social Studies Framework 

The Common Core Literacy Skills that should be developed and fostered, using the 
content for each grade. 

Common Core Literacy Skills

● Reading

● Writing

● Speaking 

● Listening

● Academic Vocabulary
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What is different in the NYS Social Studies Framework 

http://www.socialstudies.org/system/files/c3/C3-Framework-for-Social-Studies.pdf

The College, Career and Civic Life Framework (C3), notably the Inquiry 
Arc, is referenced as a curriculum development resource.
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The Social Studies Practices represent the social science and 
historical thinking skills that students should develop K-12 in order 
to be prepared for civic participation, college, and careers. 

1) Gathering, Interpreting and Using Evidence 
2) Chronological Reasoning and Causation 
3) Comparison and Contextualization 
4) Geographic Reasoning 
5) Economics and Economic Systems 
6) Civic Participation

What is different in the NYS Social Studies Framework 
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What do the changes in the Framework mean for Instruction?

Instruction

(Curriculum -- content 
and skills)

(Inquiries, Locally 
designed units)
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SHIFT #1: Focus on Conceptual Understanding
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SHIFT #2: Foster Students Inquiry, Collaboration and 
Informed Action
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SHIFT #3: Integrate Content and Skills Purposefully

14



SHIFT #1:
Focus on Conceptual 

Understanding

SHIFT #2:
Foster Students Inquiry, 

Collaboration and Informed 
Action

SHIFT #3:
Integrate Content and Skills 

Purposefully

What does this actually look like in the classroom?
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The Social Studies Practices represent the social science and 
historical thinking skills that students should develop K-12 in order 
to be prepared for civic participation, college, and careers. 

1) Gathering, Interpreting and Using Evidence 
2) Chronological Reasoning and Causation 
3) Comparison and Contextualization 
4) Geographic Reasoning 
5) Economics and Economic Systems 
6) Civic Participation
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Histor ical Reading Skil ls: Questions: Pr ompts

Sour ce Who wr ote this?
What is the author ’s per spective?
When was it wr itten?
Is it r eliable/believable?  Why? Or  why not?

The author  pr obably  believes….
I think the audience is……
I do/don’t tr ust this document because…

Setting When and wher e was the document cr eated?
Was it differ ent then?
Was it the same?
How does the setting affect the text?

The author  might have been influenced by…
This document might not give me the whole 
pictur e because….

Close Reading What claims does the author  make?
What evidence does the author  use?
What language/wor d choice does the author  use to 
per suade the audience?
What facts am I lear ning that r elate to the essential 
question?

I think the author  chose these wor ds in 
or der  to…
The author  is tr y ing to convince me..
The author  claims…
The evidence used to suppor t the author ’s 
claim is...

Other  Per spectives Whose per spective is missing?
Could ther e be another  side to this stor y?
Is ther e an bias in this text?
Is this text infor mational or  ar gumentative?

The missing point of view is…..
The text is balanced because….
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Women’s Rights -- A Case Study
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Consider what social studies 
practices will be addressed in this 
unit and paste them here.

Lesson plans will address 
each supporting question.
The lessons may take more 
than one day.

Formative performance tasks will 
be where students show that they 
have learned content by using the 
social studies practices listed on a 
specific lesson plan.

Summative performance tasks will 
allow students to demonstrate 
what they have learned at the end 
of the inquiry.

12th grade
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How will the new standards and social studies 
processes be assessed?

Instruction

(Curriculum -- content 
and skills)

(Inquiries, Locally 
designed units)

What is different in the NYS Social Studies Framework 
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Timeline and Comparison of Exam Formats

Current Exam
June 2016-Jan. 2018

(current Grade10)

9th and 10th grade content 
Neolithic times - Present

● 50 multiple choice questions
● documents and scaffolding questions
● 2 essays – thematic and DBQ

Transition Exam
June 2018 – 2020

(current Grades 9, 8, 7)

Only 10th grade content
1750 - Present

Same format as the current exam
● 30 multiple choice questions
● documents and scaffolding questions
● 2 essays – thematic and DBQ

New Exam
June 2019–June 2020

(current Grades 7 & 8)

Only 10th grade content
1750 - Present

● 25-30 stimulus based multiple choice 
questions

● 3 sets of document based extended response 
questions

● 1 essay – “enduring issues”

*New U.S. exam anticipated June 2020 (no transition)
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Part 1 -- Multiple Choice
The “old” Regents Multiple Choice Questions
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1. Which principle is best supported 
by this excerpt? 

1. Separation of Powers 
2. Divine Right 
3. Universal Suffrage 
4. Self Determination

2. Which group’s ideas are best 
represented by this excerpt? 

1. Enlightenment philosophers 
2. Absolute Monarchs 
3. Communists 
4. Missionaries

New Exam -- Stimulus Based Multiple Choice Questions
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1. In this cartoon, the Chinese are reacting to 
the process of 

1. imperialism 
2. industrialization 
3. collectivization 
4. unification 

2. Which statement best represents a reason Japan is seated at the table 
in this cartoon? 

1. The Meiji Restoration industrialized Japan. 
2. The Tokugawa Shogunate centralized Japan’s government. 
3. Japan was invited as an ally of China. 
4. Japan had become militarily stronger than most European powers 
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1. A historian could best use this 
map to study which topic? 

1. imperialism 
2. détente 
3. the transatlantic Slave Trade 
4. United Nations membership

2. What later development would change a political situation shown 
on this map? 

1. Gandhi’s non-violent resistance 
2. Augusto Pinochet’s human rights abuses 
3. Mao Zedong’s communist revolution 
4. Ho Chi Minh’s nationalist movement
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Which important issue does Winston Churchill discuss in this excerpt? 
1. increasing tension between non-communist and communist nations 
2. buildup of conventional armaments leading up to World War I 
3. rising concerns over the unification of Germany 
4. expanding role of the British Empire in world politics

Which organization formed in response to the situation Churchill described in 
this speech? 

1. North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) 
2. League of Nations 
3. Alliance of Central Powers 
4. European Union (EU) 

31



7th grade example
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7th grade  
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9th grade
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Part 2 -- Short Answer Question Sets

3 short answer questions sets

Each set will have paired documents

Each set will include questions about historical/geographic 
context, sourcing, bias, reliability, cause and effect, 
comparison 
Social Studies Practices

1) Gathering, Interpreting and Using Evidence 
2) Chronological Reasoning and Causation 
3) Comparison and Contextualization 
4) Geographic Reasoning 
5) Economics and Economic Systems 
6) Civic Participation

35



PART 2—SHORT ANSWER QUESTION SETS 

Using Document 1, explain how the 
historical context affected the 
development of the Versailles Treaty. 

Using document 2, identify Daniel 
Fitzpatrick’s point of view shown in 
this cartoon. 

b. Explain how Daniel Fitzpatrick’s 
point of view affects document 2 as 
a reliable source of evidence.

QUESTION 3 Identify and explain a cause and effect relationship
between the events or ideas found in these documents. 
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Using document 1, explain how 
the geographic context affected 
the development of the Japanese 
Empire

Using document 2, identify Dr. 
Tatsuichiro Akizuki’s purpose for 
writing this account. 

b. Explain how purpose affects 
document 2 as a reliable source of 
evidence. 

QUESTION 3 -- Identify a turning point associated with the events or ideas 
found in these documents and explain why it is a turning point. 37



Using the narrative provided in document 
1, explain how the historical context
affected the development of British 
imperial attitudes. 

Using document 2, identify 
Nnamdi Azikiwe’s point of view
expressed in this speech.

b. Explain how Nnamdi Azikiwe’s 
point of view affects document 2 
as a reliable source of evidence.

QUESTION 3 -- Identify and explain a similarity or a difference between 
the ideas presented in these documents. 
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7th grade exam
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QUESTION 3 -- Identify and explain a similarity or a difference between 
the ideas presented in these documents. 
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11th grade
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Part 3 -- Extended Essay on Enduring Issues

Same prompt every year

Different documents

No scaffolding questions

Argument-based essay supported with evidence 
from documents and knowledge of global 
history
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PART 3—EXTENDED ESSAY
● Identify and define an enduring issue raised by this set of documents.  
● Using your knowledge of Social Studies and evidence from the 

documents, argue why the issue you selected is significant and how it has 
endured across time.

43



Framework
• To what extent have teachers examined the new Framework?
• Are teachers well versed in the social studies practices?
• Have you provided opportunities to facilitate vertical alignment of social studies 

skills and practices k-12?
Instruction

• Are teachers integrating the social studies practices into their lessons?
• Do teachers know how to construct an inquiry-based lesson? 
• Are teachers familiar with the instructional shifts demanded by the new 

framework?
• Are teachers integrating formative assessments?

Assessment
• Are teachers familiar with the new assessments?
• To what extent do unit exams and other summative assessments reflect the level 

of rigor and format of the new assessments?
• Will your district use the transition AND new assessment?

Assessing District Readiness
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Moving Forward
• Assess teacher capacity in order to  design data-driven/targeted 

professional development

• Prioritize needs 

• Develop a cohesive plan for staff development

– Disseminate information k-12 to create a shared vision

– Work at each building level (primary, elementary, middle, 
high school) to facilitate vertical articulation and alignment 
of curriculum and social studies skills.

– Facilitate grade/course level curriculum work to design 
instructional units and assessments that reflect the new 
Framework 45



The primary purpose of Social Studies... 

...is to help young people develop the ability to make 
informed and reasoned decisions for the public good 
as citizens of a culturally diverse, democratic society 
in an interdependent world (NCSS).
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Resources from New York State

Engage New York -- Social Studies

Field Guide

NY State k-12 Introduction to Framework

K-8 Social Studies Framework

9-12 Social Studies Framework

Social Studies Tool Kit
Kindergarten-Grade 4 Inquiry Topics and Key Ideas

Grades 5-8 Inquiry Topics and Key Ideas
Grades 9-12 Inquiry Topics and Key Ideas

New Regents in Global History and Geography
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https://www.engageny.org/new-york-state-k-12-social-studies
https://www.engageny.org/resource/new-york-state-k-12-social-studies-field-guide/file/114196
https://www.engageny.org/resource/new-york-state-k-12-social-studies-framework/file/121411
https://www.engageny.org/resource/new-york-state-k-12-social-studies-framework/file/14656
https://www.engageny.org/resource/new-york-state-k-12-social-studies-framework/file/14661
https://www.engageny.org/resource/new-york-state-k-12-social-studies-resource-toolkit
https://www.engageny.org/resource/new-york-state-k-12-social-studies-resource-toolkit-kindergarten-grade-4
https://www.engageny.org/resource/new-york-state-k-12-social-studies-resource-toolkit-grades-5-8
https://www.engageny.org/resource/new-york-state-k-12-social-studies-resource-toolkit-grades-9-12
https://www.engageny.org/resource/regents-exam-global-history-and-geography-ii
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